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PREFACE

- Sussex and Warren Counties contain approximately 130 miles
of abandoned railroad lines. Many miles of these abandoned lines
have potential for converSLOn into public trails for use by out-
door enthusiasts.

The object of this report is to promote the acquisition of
as many abandoned railroad rights-of-way as possible by public
agencies for bikeways and open space. This report will give lo-
cational, historical, .and land ownership information; and most im-
portantly, detailed information on the condition of the railroad
grades.

Abandoned railroads offer excellent opportunities for the
construction of bikeways. The subgrade is already in place, and
the surface is often good for bicycling without alteration. Aban-
doned railrcad rights-of-way permit the acguisition of land with a
minimum of condemnation proceedings and friction with neighboring
land owners. The abandoned railroad grades are especially  valu~-
able because they pass through most of the population centers in
the area. It may be impossible to acquire such prime land in any
other way. In addition, the grades would be preserved for future
rail service if it ever became feasible.

Bike paths could also be used by nen-cyclists for hiking, jog-
ging, horseback riding, nature study, or just arn evening stroll.
The grades have educatiocnal value as they show a geological and
biological cross section cof the area. They could serve as wild-
life corridors and as buffers between differing land uses. They
could also serve as an accessway for fisherman to the area's rivers
and streams.

The railrcad rights-of~way should be acqguired as guickly as
possible. With every passing day, the possibility that the rights-
of-way will be fragmented and incorporated into the surrounding
land uses increases. With fragmentation, their value will decrease
a multiple amount.

This report is not meant to enéourage trespassing. All of
the abandoned railrocads except the Delaware Lackawanna and Western
are privately owned and their use is subject to pexmxss;on by the
owners.
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TNTRODUCTION

Sussex and Warren Counties contain about 108 miles of abandon-
ed railroads and 21 miles that are in the process o¢f being aban-
donedl/. This report gives a detailed description of the location,
condition, and ownership of 115.70 miles of these railroads. Fund-
ing of the report was from Title X funds of the Emergency Jobs and
Unemployment Assistance Act of 1974 (PL-93-567).

Abandoned railroads were located and identified with the use
of o0ld railroad maps and the United States Railways Associations
"Preliminary System Plan."2/. fThe railroads were more precisely
located on United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 minute quad-
rangles of the area. The rights-of-way were then located in the
real estate atlas for Sussex or Warren County, and ownership was
established.

Railroad mileage within each municipality for each of the
five railroads is presented in Table I. Railroad names are based
on the name of the railroad at the time of abandonment. An overall
map showing the location and names of each of the five railroads
is shown on page 9. Pollowing the map is a short history of rail-
road development in Sussex and Warren Counties.

The railroad descriptions (starting on page 13) are divided
into five sections based on the railroad ownership preceeding aban-
donment. Three index maps show the location of the different rail-
roads and also indicate on what page each mile of railroad is de-
scribed. All of the five sections contain a brief history of the
railroad, ownership information, mileage within each municipal~
ity through which it passes, and a detailed description of the
condition of the railroad bed or grade. It's exact location is
plotted on copies of USGS 7.5 minute quadrangles. Conditions of
the railroad bed or grade are described on railroad grade diagrams
which correspond to the areas covered by the USGSE 7.5 minute topo-
graphic maps. An explanation of how to read these diagrams follows.

1/ as of July 1, 1976

Z/ United States Railway Association, Preliminary System Plan
February 26, 1975, Washington, DC




Table I

RATLROAD MILEACE BY MUNICIPALITY

Ogden Munici-
N vo| 2/ 3/ 4/ |Mire | pauity
Municipality NYS&W— EL™ L&NE™ DL&W | Railroad | Totals
SUSSEX COUNTY
Andover Boro 2.40 2.40
Andover Twp. 5.40 5.40
Branchville Twp. 2.60 2.60
Byram Twp. 3.40 3.40
Frankford Twp. : 5.80 5.80
Hamburg Boro 0.40 0.40
Hampton Twp. 6.10 4.35 10.45
Hardyston Twp. 9.85 2,20 12.05
Lafayette Twp. 2.90 3.70 4.00 10.60
Ogdensburg Boro 1.60 1.60
Town of Newton 1.50 _ 1.50
Sparta Twp. 5.80 2.90 4,10 12.80
Stiilwater Twp. 4,95 : 4.95
Wantage Twp. 2,40 6.15 8.55
Sussex County Total 35.50 17.50 16.30 9.10 4.10 82.50
WARREN COUNTY
Blairstown Twp. 5.80 5.80
Frelinghuysen Twp. 2.40 2.40
Hardwick Twp. 2.25 2.25
Knowlton Twp. 3.45 3.20 6.65
Mansfield Twp. ' 0.35 0.35
Oxford Twp. 2.45 2.45
Washington Boro 1.35 1.35
Washington Twp. 4,15 4,15
White Twp. 7.80 7.80
Warren County Total 13.90 19.30 -0 0 0 33.20
Railroad Totals 49.40 36.80 16.30 1 9.10 4.10 115.70

% Data measured from USGS 7.5' topographic quadrangles with a scale of 1"=2000'.
Includes only those miles surveved. Wantage Twp. contains an additional 7.8 miles
and Vernon Township contains 5.5 miles of unsurveyed abandoned grades.

1/ New York Susquehanna and Western RR
2/ Erie Lackawanna RR

3/ Lehigh and New England RR

4/ Delaware Lackawanna and Western RR

























































































































































































































